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Workshop
Social Semiotic Approaches to Pedagogic Discourse

Abstract
In this workshop I will provide an overview of various approaches to analyzing 
classroom discourse, before focusing on a social semiotic approach (Christie, 2002; 
Halliday, 1994; Martin, 1992). Social semiotics offers a powerful and comprehensive 
view of the relationship between spoken classroom ‘texts’ and the situational and 
cultural contexts of their production and reception. Through its focus on lexico-
grammatical choice, it also offers a principled methodology for systematically 
identifying the ideological stances of speakers. Participants will have the chance to 
work with transcripts of a range of classroom interactions, using the tools of register 
theory to identify the operation of the ‘visible’ and ‘invisible’ pedagogies in a number 
of pedagogic contexts (Bernstein, 1996), including the online context. 
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